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MY JOURNEY IN CLIL: WHERE I AM, WHERE I AM GOING AND, 
ABOVE ALL, WHO PUT ME ON THIS TRAIN?

Sometimes I feel 
like I’m at the rail-
station, waiting for 
a train that could 
depart without me
…..



Searching for the final destination, I 
realised that I only have to go … The 
more I walk, the more I learn.



What is sure is that I’m leaving from this little rail-station: 
Vasto, Abruzzo, Italy.
Is the place from which I depart and in which I return, after
every adventure, bringing back new inspirations, new ideas, 
energy to spend in other projects… feed for life.



WE ARE BETWEEN THE ADRIATIC SEA AND 
THE MAIELLA MOUNTAIN ….



I CAN’T BRING YOU ALL THERE, BUT I CAN SHOW YOU 
SOME BEAUTIFUL VIEWS







WHO I AM: A WIFE, A MOTHER, A SISTER, A DAUGHTER …



WHO I AM: A WIFE, A MOTHER, A FRIEND…
do you know “porchetta”? note: my husband is the one standing up!   



WHO I AM: A STUDENT, A TEACHER…



A  LITTLE PROFESSIONAL AUTOBIOGRAPHY

I graduated in 1996 in G. D’Annunzio University, in 
Chieti.

 …….then I get married ….
 For some years I worked in University (Pescara, Faculty

of Languages and Literature) as a Lector and 
professor assistant.

 In 2000 I took the ability certificate to teach.
 Then I’ve done the European Doctorat in Romance 

philology.
 In 2007 I went back to school as a teacher ….



Teaching context: my school, my students.

From 2013 I 
teach History 
and Italian 
language and 
literature in a 
Technical and 
Scientific High 
School: IIS “E. 
Mattei”



MY SCHOOL IS FULL OF LIFE, INVOLVED IN A LOT OF PROJECT …
MANY SEQUENCES OF THE VIDEO SHOWS OUR GOLIARDIC STUDENTS !

My students are 
about 14-16 years 
old and they attend to 
first and second 
classes (Italian high 
school is composed 
of five years’ 
courses). I work in 
this school since 
2013 and I think I’ll 
continue to stay here 
for a long time!



My classes are 
composed by boys 
(I have about one 
hundred students 
and only 4 girls!) 
and is really a 
challenge to teach 
literature to 
computer science 
and electronics 
students!



VIRGILIO: we go on stealing and eating like pigs
DANTE: this was not exactly the flowery speech i intended

I think this is 
what I love most 
of my work. It is 
exciting to help 
them to express 
themselves and 
to have their 
own opinion 
about the facts 
of life.



ACTION, ACTIVITIES – APPROACH OR METHODOLOGY.

In my teaching 
experience, with 
students from 11 to 
19, I tried to develop 
some strategies, 
according to the age 
and the cultural level. 
One of the most 
successful is the 
newspapers reading: 
we choice an article 
and we debate on it, 
exchanging opinions 
and ideas.



ACTION, ACTIVITIES – APPROACH OR METHODOLOGY.

During this year, on 
Saturday morning, 
in a class I decided 
to read some 
classical literary 
works, such as 
Sofocle, Plauto, 
Goldoni, Sciascia
etc.  It was exciting, 
because the 
recitation of texts is 
very addictive and 
gives a new life to 
classical works.



MEDIEVAL SCRIPTORIUM

“Medieval scriptorium” is 
an activity I developed in 
these years: it consists in 
the philological 
reconstruction of poetry 
and prose through the 
study of errors and lexical 
variants. This exercise 
helps to develop an 
attitude to research and 
problem solving.



HOW I DECIDE TO BECOME A TEACHER

After graduating in letters, while working as an assistant 
professor, I did volunteer work for a few years in a family-
home for girls in need. 

I helped with homework.
I think I understood, in those long afternoons of maths
grammar confidences and open hearts, how important  is 
what I can give them:

conscience and knowledge for girls without roots, deprived of 
the love of a mother or a father, with no economic 
resources or outlook. 



BEST MOMENT

 On Saturday morning, 
when i take my first 
coffee with my students, 
and I deeply feel that
I’m in the right place, 
exactly where I want to
be.



CHALLENGES

As a teacher, I would not lose the 
empathic contact with my students, 
always looking for new ways, new 
languages to develop the skills that 
each of them has, in a different way.
CLIL is for me a challenge: active and 
cooperative learning not only for school 
results but to build the citizen of 
tomorrow.



MY REFLECTIVE JOURNAL

 Tuesday 14 July

 “Don’t limit a child to your own learning, for he was
born in another time” 

This “thought of the day” make me conscious that I 
have to go to my students, not them to me.

Wednesday 15 July

Today I’ve learned the importance of BRAIN BRAKE.
So I’ll go on talking of sports and taking coffee with

the class.



MY REFLECTIVE JOURNAL

Thursday 16 July
 Cooperative learning is not only a possibility: it is a necessity.
 I can use a different language to let them acquire contents and 

ability: they will be encouraged to reflect on the value of words and 
communication

 Friday 17 July
 Learning by autobiography. 
 I discovered (or re-discovered) aspects of myself that I thought were

not important. An autobiography is a representation, a version of the 
self, and changes through the year and in according with the felling
of a moment.

 As a teacher, I have to remind who I was like a student, if I want
understand my student.



MY REFLECTIVE JOURNAL

 Sunday 22 July
 Excursion to the Cliff of Moher and the Burren.
 This really impressed me so much: I’d have time to seat and 

reflect. 
 The rocks, the sea, the green have returned to me a sense of 

infinity, a wider horizon. A thousand thoughts in the wind that 
I’ll bring with me.



MY REFLECTIVE JOURNAL

 Even if I used it some days ago, I can’t stop 
thinking about the BLOB TREE. It seems to me 
that we are on the tree in different point and 
position at the same time: we are complicated 
beings and we need others. Never be alone at 
the top.



MY CLIL HANDBOOK

 I’ve learned so many things, the most from my
friends that shared their resources in a real, 
effective example of cooperative learning.

 The tools and techniques could be a boring list, 
so I didn’t put it on. 

 I preferred:
 Team Interview – Shared learning – Gallery

walk …



FINAL REFLECTION AND PERSONAL 
CONCLUSION

 I’ve learned so many things, the most from my
friends that shared their resources in a real, 
effective example of cooperative learning.

 When I arrived here, I was honestly anxious, 
because i did not know what really CLIL was. 
But I wanted to understand because I think 
that it could be the opportunity to learn a new 
way to teach, using English also to explain 
historical matters, for example.



FINAL REFLECTION AND PERSONAL 
CONCLUSION

 And so it has been: I feel like a student after a 
hard work. A little bit tired, but proud of what I 
learned, happy for the people I met.

 I think I’ll cry, the last day of our CLIL school.

Thanks, teachers


